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should go unveiled* The news spread like an epi-
demic. The ruler was forcing un-Afghan ways upon
the Afghans, and the priestly class saw their long-
awaited chance. This king, who had pulled their
beards and treated them with ribaldry and jest,
should be made to smart. The people, taxed to the
limit, turned with baleful eyes on the officials who
waxed fat on their distress. The nobles had largely
been ejected from the court circle, where they had
not left it in disgust because of the discourtesies of
the misnamed courtiers, and the army had found
that Amanullah's promises lent themselves to the
cadaverous. Not only had pay been reduced, but
it was in arrears, but that did not prevent the officers
demanding the commission on their pay which, since
the departure of Nadir Shah, had become the privilege
of the gazetted.
The banner of revolt was unfurled by the Shinwaris,
and the officers sent to quell the disturbance were
imprisoned by the much-tried tribesmen. Amanullah
so misunderstood his country and his kingly duties
that he resorted to the expedient of arming tribe
against tribe, and clan against clan, but although
there was some fighting, there was even more cohesion,
and Amanullah grew apprehensive. He sent emissaries
to the rebels to open peace negotiations, but before
these officials could fulfil their mission, he had lost
Jalalabad, the capital of the eastern province, and
the rebel principals were on their way to Kabul with
demands contained in twenty-one articles, not the
least of which asked for the banishment of Queen
Souriya and the abdication of Amanullah,